
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       April 9, 2017 
  
PALM / PASSION  SUNDAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – Matthew 21:1-11 
 Hymn – 90 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I have inherited an idea that life should be 
better, and the reason it isn’t is because I messed up.  This idea 
enables fault and guilt to creep into the way I think about my 
life and myself.  When life is not as I want or need, I begin to 
wonder what I did or didn’t do so that life is what it is, which 
pulls me into being preoccupied with what is wrong with me.  
This preoccupation makes it difficult to remember that life is 
always an interplay between order and chaos, and that 
discerning whether something is one of these or the other is 
vastly more important than fault and guilt.  When what I am 
considering is something in my interior, I have a difficult time 
telling the difference; I tend to think the familiar is order, and 
the unfamiliar is chaos.  In reality, it is often the opposite.  I 
lean on you to guide me on this journey of discernment.  I have 
discovered that this journey involves experiences that can only 
be described metaphorically as crucifying.  Give me enough 
faith to trust that these experiences indicate my internal chaos 
is being ordered by my internal order being expanded, and to 
rest in you as the one who orchestrates all of this. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 26 and 27 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 165 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 161 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch  
MONDAY       1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
THURSDAY       7:00  Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for April 16, 2017 
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Matt. 28:1-10 
 
F.Y.I. 
 There will be a Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service on 
Thursday, April 13th, in the sanctuary, at 7 pm. 
 Next Sunday is Easter Sunday.  We will receive the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering.  Checks should be made out to the 
church, with OGHS in the memo. 
 Also, those of us who are able to stay following Easter worship 
will share lunch.  If this is possible for you, bring food to share. 
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LENT 
Think of God as being in the disclosure business: God is 
constantly disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling, 
divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we are 
expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, and 
who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. This begins by thoughts and feelings, ones we 
consider inappropriate to who we are, intruding into our 
awareness and remaining there, in spite of our best efforts 
to rid ourselves of them, until we accept that they are part 
of us and realize that we are acceptable to God with them.  
We live with these intruders for a while, until we realize 
that they are just the tip of an iceberg, the top of a part of 
us we do not know very well or at all, and grasp that God 
intends to introduce us to what more there is. There now 
begins a time when we take on the activity of being 
receptive to the unveiling and divulging God will 
orchestrate for us. This time of our being receptive is 
known as LENT. The word itself means “spring,” from a 
root meaning “long-days, or lengthening of the day.” We 
are in a time in life where we have learned that we have 
long lived in the darkness about some part of our 
personality, and now that part of us will be further 
revealed by the light that slowly encroaches on our 
awareness. 
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